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LAUER: Richard Butler. Mr. Butler, thanks 

very much for your time. 
Mr. BUTLER: Thank you. 
LAUER: It’s 17 after the hour. Once again, 

here’s Katie. 
KATIE COURIC (co-host): Thanks, Matt.

Ms. SNOWE. I yield the floor, and I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant bill clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LEAHY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, morning business is 
closed. 

f 

AUTHORIZATION OF THE USE OF 
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES 
AGAINST IRAQ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will now 
resume consideration of S.J. Res. 45, 
which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows:

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 45) to author-
ize the use of United States Armed Forces 
against Iraq.

Pending:
Lieberman/Warner Modified Amendment 

No. 4856, in the nature of a substitute. 
Graham Amendment No. 4857 (to Amend-

ment No. 4856), in the nature of a substitute.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Virginia. 

Mr. WARNER. The Senate now turns 
to the resolution, it is my under-
standing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct. 

Mr. WARNER. The leadership has in-
dicated there have been expressions of 
interest to speak this morning from 
Senator FEINGOLD for approximately 30 
minutes; Senator KAY BAILEY 
HUTCHISON for 30 minutes; the Pre-
siding Officer, Senator LEAHY, for 20 
minutes; and Senator GRASSLEY for 20 
minutes. 

Further, we have expressions on this 
side by about half a dozen other Mem-
bers who would hope to speak during 
the course of the day and the after-
noon, but we will await announcement 
of names and times until the other side 
indicates the expression of interest on 
their side. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona. 

Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, what is 
the pending business before the Sen-
ate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. I am ad-
vised it is the Graham second degree 
amendment. 

Mr. MCCAIN. I thank the President 
for informing me of what the pending 

business is before the Senate. I urge 
my colleagues to come and speak on 
behalf or in opposition to the Graham 
amendment so we can dispose of that 
amendment. It is my intention to move 
to table the Graham amendment after 
a reasonable length of time for my col-
leagues to come and speak for or 
against that amendment, which is my 
right, as is any Senator’s right, but I 
want to make sure every Senator has 
the time, if they so wish, to speak on 
the pending business. 

I see my dear friend from Wisconsin 
in the Chamber. I know he is talking 
about the overall issue. We need Sen-
ators to speak on the Graham amend-
ment. I am sure my friend from Wis-
consin and my colleague from West 
Virginia would be glad to speak, but we 
need to dispose of the pending Graham 
amendment and move on to other 
amendments. 

I understand by 1 p.m. all amend-
ments have to be filed. So let us move 
on and dispose of the Graham amend-
ment. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, in debating 

this resolution on which we spent so 
much time and so much thought, we 
are making one of the most important 
decisions we have ever faced. The deci-
sion to send American troops into bat-
tle is not one we take lightly and I 
don’t take lightly. 

There is much at stake for this Na-
tion. There is much at stake for the 
State of Nevada. Thousands of men and 
women in Nevada would undoubtedly 
be called to support or directly serve in 
a military conflict with Iraq. Our pi-
lots from Fallon Naval Air Station and 
Nellis Air Force Base are considered 
the best aviators in the world. I know 
they would be asked to play a leading 
role in eliminating the threat posed by 
Saddam Hussein. 

I am personally very grateful for the 
contributions that would be made by 
the National Guard and Reserve forces 
not only from Nevada but from across 
our country. These heroic citizen sol-
diers are such an integral part of the 
American military. We simply could 
not succeed without them. We must be 
mindful that their sacrifices are great 
because they leave their families and 
civilian occupations behind and be-
come citizen soldiers. They serve 
proudly on behalf of our Nation. When 
called upon, they do not complain. 
They did not question the need to act. 
They did not ask why. 

However, we must explain that these 
brave men and women are the reason 
for making this life-and-death decision. 
Therefore, I rise today to explain to 
one man why I intend to vote and how 
I intend to vote. That man is President 
George W. Bush. I say, President Bush, 
your father may recall that a decade 
ago I was the first Democrat in this 
body to publicly support his request for 
congressional authorization to make 
war to free Kuwait. At that time, I 
compared Saddam Hussein to Benito 
Mussolini. My position has not 

changed, although I believe our contin-
ued efforts have degraded Hussein from 
a second-grade dictator to a third-rate 
thug. 

In 1991, I said I thought the constitu-
tional role of the Chief Executive is to 
make war. That is our role—halt or 
prevent an unjust or unwise conflict. I 
stated my strong belief that the Presi-
dent must be able to use the diplomatic 
corps and the Marine Corps with equal 
facility, subject only to our power to 
force a halt to actions taken contrary 
to the national interests. 

President Bush, I intend once again 
to vote to give you that power on a 
geographically limited basis, but I do 
so with more reluctance because the 
situation has changed. We do not, as 
we did 10 years ago, face a dictator who 
successfully invaded a tiny and rel-
atively defenseless neighbor.

We have not enlisted, as your father 
did so magnificently, the whole world 
to fight by our side. We have not yet 
convinced our people or the world that 
international law is on our side, or 
that we are champions of the new 
world order envisioned by your father 
in which the power of a nation is meas-
ured by the strength of its moral val-
ues and not by the size of its Armed 
Forces. 

President Bush, the core ideal which 
motivated the Founding Fathers was 
that this would be a nation of laws not 
men. As such a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind requires that we 
should declare the causes which impel 
our action. Our quarrel with Iraq is not 
about one two-bit tin-horn dictator. 
Rather, it is, and it ought to, be ex-
plained as a question of the rule of law. 

I am voting you this power, Mr. 
President, because I know this nation 
would be justified in making war to en-
force the terms we impose on Iraq in 
1991, if we have to. But I am also voting 
you this power secure in the knowledge 
that no President of the United States 
of whatever political philosophy, will 
take this nation to war as a first resort 
alternative rather than as a last resort. 

I found most encouraging your 
speech on Monday when you said war 
was not inevitable. 

I urge you Mr. President to continue 
to make the case to the American peo-
ple and to the world. The international 
coalition you have started to build is 
critical, not only for military and cost-
sharing reasons, but also to assist in 
the rebuilding of Iraq. 

Your father chose not to carry our 
fight into the cities of Iraq in 1991, and 
we have to live with his decision. He 
gave the Iraqi leadership a chance to 
reenter the community of peaceful na-
tions. Saddam Hussein has squandered 
that opportunity. 

We stopped the fighting based on an 
agreement that Iraq would take steps 
to assure the world that it would not 
engage in further aggression and that 
it would destroy its weapons of mass 
destruction. It has refused to take 
those steps. That refusal constitutes a 
breach of the armistice which renders 
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